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Abstract :  Conceptual  metaphor is  a  cognitive semantic  tool  that  provides access to people's  conceptual  systems.  The
correlation in the human conceptual system surpasses limited time and specific cultures. The universal associations provide
universal  schemas  that  organize  people's  conceptualization  of  the  world.  The  study  aims  to  explore  how the  cultural
associations used in conceptual metaphors create commonalities and harmony between people of the world. In the research
methodology,  the  researcher  implemented  Critical  Metaphor  Analysis,  Metaphor  Candidate  Identification  and  Metaphor
Identification Procedure models to deliver qualitative and descriptive findings. The semantic tension was the key criterion in
identifying metaphorically used words in the headlines. The research materials are the oil trade conceptual metaphors used in
the headlines of Arab News and Saudi Gazette Newspapers. The data will be uploaded to the self-constructed corpus to
examine electronic lists for identifying conceptual metaphors. The study investigates the types of conceptual metaphors used in
the headlines of the newspapers, the cultural associations identified in the conceptual metaphors, and whether the identified
cultural associations in conceptual metaphors create universal conceptual schemas. The study aligned with previous seminal
works on conceptual metaphor theory in emphasizing the distinctive power of conceptual metaphors in exposing the cultural
associations that unify people's perceptions. The correlation of people conceptualization provides universal schemas that
involve elements of human sensorimotor experiences. The study contributes to exposing the shared cultural associations that
ensure the commonality of all humankind's thinking mechanism.
Keywords  :  critical  discourse  analysis,  critical  metaphor  analysis,  conceptual  metaphor  theory,  primary  and  specific
metaphors, corpus-driven approach, universal associations, image schema, sensorimotor experience, oil trade
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