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Abstract : Introduction: Previous research has indicated that language impairments are recognized as a feature of many
neurodegenerative  disorders,  including  non-language-led  dementia  subtypes  such  as  Alzheimer´s  disease  (AD).  In  this
preliminary study, the focal aim is to quantify the semantic content of naming and connected speech samples of Moroccan
patients diagnosed with AD using two tasks taken from the culturally adapted and validated Moroccan version of the Boston
Diagnostic Aphasia Examination. Methods: Five individuals with AD and five neurologically healthy individuals matched for
age, gender, and education will participate in the study. Participants with AD will be diagnosed on the basis of the Moroccan
version of the Diagnostic and Statistial Manual of Mental Disorders (DSM-4) screening test, the Moroccan version of the Mini
Mental State Examination (MMSE) test scores, and neuroimaging analyses. The participants will engage in two tasks taken
from the MDAE-SF: 1) Picture description and 2) Naming. Expected findings: Consistent with previous studies conducted on
English speaking AD patients, we expect to find significant word production and retrieval impairments in AD patients in all
measures. Moreover, we expect to find category fluency impairments that further endorse semantic breakdown accounts. In
sum, not only will the findings of the current study shed more light on the locus of word retrieval impairments noted in AD, but
also reflect the nature of Arabic morphology. In addition, the error patterns are expected to be similar to those found in
previous AD studies in other languages.
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