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Abstract : Wetlands contribute significantly to the national economy. Nevertheless, urban wetlands in Tanzania have been
taken for granted; many have been converted into waste disposal areas and settlements despite their substantial role in
climate-change flood attenuation and livelihood. This is due to the lacking informing assessments from a socio-economic
perspective. This study assesses the contribution of urban wetlands to the livelihood of marginalised communities in Dar es
Salaam City, Tanzania. Specifically, the study assesses the an extent and nature of change in wetlands in Dar es Salaam City
for the past 30 years using the land-use land-cover change approach and the contribution of wetlands to livelihood using
questionnaires. The results show that the loss of wetlands in Dar es Salaam is high to extent that will likely jeopardise their
future contributions to livelihood. The results inform decision-makers on the importance of wise use of Urban Wetlands and
conservation to improving livelihood for urban dwellers.
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