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Abstract : This paper describes research led by faculty from three American universities and four Ethiopian universities on the
delivery of professional leadership development for early-career female Ethiopian university instructors in the Science,
Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) fields. The objective was to carry out a case study focused on the impact of
an innovative intervention program designed to assist in the empowerment and leadership development related to teaching
effectiveness, scholarly activity participation, and professional service participation by female instructors. This research was
conducted utilizing a case study methodology for the weeklong intervention and a survey to capture the voices of the
leadership program participants. The data regarding insights into the challenges and opportunities for women in these fields is
presented. The research effort project expands upon existing linkages between universities to support professional
development and research effort in this region of the world. Findings indicate the positive reception of this kind of professional
development by the participating women. Survey data also reflects the particular cultural challenges professional women in
STEM education face in Ethiopia as well as the global challenges of balancing family expectations with career development.
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