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Abstract : In Nigeria, both formal education and distance learning opportunities are used in teacher training. Practical
courses aim to improve the skills of teacher candidates in a school environment. Teacher candidates attend kindergarten
classes under the supervision of a teacher. In this context, the guiding skills of teachers gain importance in terms of shaping
candidates’ perceptions about teaching profession. In this study, the teachers’ perceptions related to the guiding skills within
the practical courses were determined. Also, the perceptions and applications related to guiding skills were compared. A Likert
scale questionnaire and an open-ended question were used to determine perceptions and applications. 120 questionnaires were
taken into consideration and analyses of data were performed by using percentage distribution and QSR Nvivo 8 program. In
this study, statements related to teachers’ perceptions about the guiding skills were asked and it is determined that almost all
the teachers agreed about the importance of these statements. On the other hand, how these guidance skills are applied by
teachers is also queried with an open-ended question. Finally, thoughts and applications related to guidance skills were
compared to each other. Based on this comparison, it is seen that there are some differences between the thoughts and
applications especially related with time management, planning, feedbacks, curriculum, workload, rules and guidance. It can
be said that some guidance skills cannot be controlled only by teachers. For example, candidates’ motivation, attention,
population and educational environment are also determinative factors for effective guidance. In summary, it is necessary to
have prior conditions for teachers to apply these idealized guidance skills for training more successful candidates to pre-school
education era. At this point, organization of practical courses by the faculties gains importance and in this context it is crucial
for faculties to revise their applications based on more detailed researches.
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