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Abstract : This paper aimed to identify the significance of sustainability in the built environment, the economic and
environmental importance to building and construction projects. Sustainability in the built environment has been a key
objective of research over the past several decades. Sustainability in the built environment requires reconciliation between
economic, environmental and social impacts of design and planning decisions made during the life cycle of a project from
inception to termination. Planning for sustainability in the built environment needs us to go beyond our individual disciplines to
consider the variety of economic, social and environmental impacts of our decisions in the long term. A decision to build a
green residential development in an isolated location may pass some of the test of sustainability through its reduction in
stormwater runoff, energy efficiency, and ecological sustainability in the building, but it may fail to be sustainable from a
transportation perspective. Sustainability is important to the planning, design, construction, and preservation of the built
environment; because it helps these activities reflect multiple values and considerations. In fact, the arts and sciences of the
built environment have traditionally integrated values and fostered creative expression, capabilities that can and should lead
the sustainability movement as society seeks ways to live in dynamic balance with its own diverse needs and the natural world.
This research aimed to capture the state-of-the-art in the development of innovative sustainable design and planning strategies
for building and construction projects. Therefore, there is a need for a holistic selection and implication approach for
identifying potential sustainable strategies applicable to a particular project and evaluating the overall life cycle impact of each
alternative by accounting for different applicable impacts and making the final selection among various viable alternatives.
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