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Abstract : Children’s social and emotional development is critical for developing their future relationships and behaviors, and
poor social skills may result in serious emotional externalizations such as anxiety, distress and aggression. Recent research has
emphasized the role of family socio-economic status on children’s emotional development, and this study contributes to this
academic discussion by reviewing how socio-economic status affects children at three critical development stages: infancy
(0-3months), pre-school (4 months-5 years) and school aged (6-10 years). Results show a consensus in the research literature
on a positive relationship between family socio-economic status and children’s emotional development. Socialization, a crucial
development milestone, is highly affected by a family’s socio-economic status, as families with higher incomes have access to
improved social environments, healthier parenting styles and greater access to social capital and peer support. In contrast,
families with lower income and SES (socio-economic status) have lower access to these benefits and are frequently ignored
within social environments. This review concludes with a critical discussion on how family income affects children’s social
environment, highlighting the important role that “permanent” income plays in children’s development. Consequently, the
review suggests that future governments should provide temporary economic support for lower-income families, allowing
children to be raised in a healthy social environment with limited economic fluctuation.
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