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Abstract : Algeria has a large plant biodiversity accounting more than 4125 species (123 Families) and is endowed with
resources of medicinal plants growing on various bioclimatic zones from subhumide to semi-arid and Saharan. On the other
hand, the ethnopharmacology investigation remains the principal way to improve, evaluate, and finding bioactive substances
derived from medicinal plants. In continuation of our works in Saharan ethpharmacopeae and phytochemistry of Saharan
medicinal plants, we focus our attention on the importance of local ethnopharmacology especially to treat gastro-intestinal
disorders in the south west of Algeria (El Baydh, Naama and Bechar region) as platform for bioactive substances discovery and
further development. Our present investigation deals with an ethnopharmacological study on medicinal plants used for the
treatment of gastro-intestinal disorders in the south west of Algeria. The study presents the uses of plants in local traditional
herbal medicines, determines the homogeneity of informant traditional knowledge and the preferred medicinal plants used to
treat gastro-intestinal disorders. The results indicated that Asteraceae and Lamiaceae are the most locally used families and
medicines were prepared in the form of powder or infusion and used orally. Aerial parts were the most frequently used plant
part. Thus, the results can be used as platform for bioactive substances discovery and further development especially for the
preferred plant species used in the treatment of gastro-intestinal disorders.
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