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Abstract : According to Polaris (a UN affiliate), there are currently 44 million human trafficking victims globally. Using a
sample of 137 labor trafficking victims in Poland, we found that all were Ukrainian citizens. We categorized victims according
to the “Victim Intervention Marketing” (Murray) social marketing framework. The largest victim type consisted of “Willing
Assimilators” (57%). This means they entered their particular trafficking situations without coercion and were left at will. Such
victims are typically driven by financial desperation. Twenty percent (20%) of Willing Assimilators were men, and 80% were
women. Victims who were not Willing Assimilators were forced as either “Enlightened Apostates” (37%) or “Tricked and
Trapped” (7%). All of the forced victims were women. Crosstabs with Chi-square test (Pearson Chi-Square test significance =
.002) results indicated that the male victims were all between 30 and 38 years old, while female victim ages ranged from 24 to
47. Accordingly, labor trafficking victim interventions in Poland should be age-sensitive and focus on three areas: 1) economic
development for the Willing Assimilators, 2) training to identify fraudulent job postings, etc. for the Tricked and Trapped
segment, and 3) training to equip potential victims to distrust certain close “loved ones” for the Enlightened Apostates.
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