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Abstract : Communication is the key factor in any vocational /job set-up. However many persons with disabilities suffer a
deficit in this very area in terms of comprehension, expression and cognitive skills making it difficult for them to get employed
appropriately or stay employed. Vocational Rehabilitation is a continuous and coordinated process which involves the provision
of vocational related services designed to enable a person with disability to obtain and maintain employment. Therefore the
role of the speech language pathologist is crucial in assessing the communication deficits and needs of the individual at the
various phases of employment- right from the time of seeking a job and attending interview with suitable employers and also at
regular intervals of the employment. This article discusses the various communication deficits and the obstacles faced by
individuals with special needs including but not limited to cognitive- linguistic deficits, execution function deficits, speech and
language processing difficulties and strategies that can be introduced in the workplace to overcome these obstacles including
use of visual cues, checklists, flow charts. The paper also throws light on the importance of educating colleagues and work
partners about the communication difficulties faced by the individual. This would help to reduce the communication barriers in
the workplace, help colleagues develop an empathetic approach and also reduce misunderstandings that can arise as a result
of the communication impairment.
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