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Abstract : Following the recent political conflict in the Middle East, the number of refugees and internally displaced people
increased in the last decades. The flood of displaced people became a big issue for the host communities in the neighbouring
countries and Europe. The need for research about the education and integration of the refugees became urgent. After the
appearance of the Islamic State and displacing millions of Syrian people, the Kurdistan Region of Iraq became a safe shelter for
hundreds of thousands of Syrians and international organisations helping the refugees. This study focuses on the factors of
parental involvement among the host community and refugee parents and its role in the academic success of children. The
setting is the three provinces of Iraqi Kurdistan (Erbil, Sulaimani, and Dohuk), including the refugee camps in the three
provinces. Based on the purpose of the study, the study was designed as a descriptive survey study with a mixed approach,
qualitative (open-ended), and quantitative (questionnaire) questions and both forms of data were integrated and analysed. The
current study participants were 8th and 9th graders at the basic school level, studying at public schools and their parents. The
sampling design was the selection of local schools and schools in the refugee camps in the region's three provinces. The
number of participants for each of the two groups was 250 students and 250 parents. The results showed that parents'
socioeconomic status, gender, and place of residency have significant roles in students' parental involvement and academic
success of their students. The results also show the characteristics of parental inspiration to their children's future and their
expectations from education.
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