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Abstract : The increasinginterest of ECCE policyandpractice in the issue of children'sparticipation in theirownlivesis a
consequence of the changingimage of the childand the shift in focus to thechild as anactive participant in socio-
culturalrealityinstead of theearlierfocus on thechild'sindividual development.TheConvention on the Rights of theChild (1989)
stronglysupportstheimage of thechild as a competent participant in education - capable of formingopinions, withtheright to
expressthemselves on allmattersaffectingthe mand with the right to haveadultsaroundthemrespectthis.
Notwithstandingthecontemporaryparadigm of ECCE, however, achievements in thisarea are still in theirinfancy. This is evident
in thepractices of ECCE, whereearlyyearsandpre-schoolchildren are stillseen as users of systemsandservicesratherthanagents
of change in theirsocialcommunities. Recent literature identifiestheneed for lifelong, continuouslearning of
preschoolteachersthroughresearchintotheirownpedagogicalpractice as aneffectiveway of
bridgingthegapbetweentheoryandpracticeandcontinuouslyimprovingthequality of ECCE institutions.
Notwithstandingthecontemporaryparadigm of ECCE, however, achievements in thisarea are still in theirinfancy. Recent
literature identifiestheneed for lifelong, continuouslearning of
preschoolteachersthroughresearchintotheirownpedagogicalpractice as aneffectiveway
bridgingthegapbetweentheoryandpracticeandcontinuouslyimprovingthequality of ECCE institutions.
Thispaperpresentstheprocess of actionresearchaimed at increasingchildren'sparticipation in (co-
)designingthekindergartencurriculumandparticipation in decision-making on issuesaffectingtheirstay in theinstitution.
Thisactionresearchtook place in 2 facilities of theinstitution ECCE - DV Rijeka. In thisresearchparticipated 5
preschoolteachersworking in 4 pedagogicalgroups, where childrenfrom 2 to 7 yearsold are enrolled. Also, the process of
development of reflexivepractice of preschoolteacherswhoparticipated in thisresearchispresented.

Keywords : action research, co-construction of curriculum, participation of children, reflexive practice

Conference Title : ICETI 2023 : International Conference on Education and Teaching Innovation

Conference Location : New York, United States

Conference Dates : August 10-11, 2023

Open Science Index, Educational and Pedagogical Sciences Vol:17, No:08, 2023 publications.waset.org/abstracts/142890.pdf

International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 17(08) 2023 1 ISNI:0000000091950263


https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/142890.pdf

