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Abstract : The total area of forest land in Japan accounts for 67% of the national land; however, despite this wealth and
hundred years history of silviculture, today Japanese forestry faces socio-economic stagnation in forestry. While the growing
gap in the people-forest relationship causes the depopulation of many forest villages, this paper introduces a methodology
aiming to develop a place-specific approach in revitalizing this relationship. The paper focuses on a case study from Taiki town
in the Hokkaido region to analyze the place's specific socio-economic requirements through interviews and workshops with the
local experts, researchers, and stakeholders. Based on the analyzed facts, a master outline of design requirements is developed
to produce locally sourced architectural embodiments that aim to act as a unifying element between the forests and the people
of Taiki town. In parallel, the proposed methodology aims to generate a cycle of research feed and a researcher retreat, a
definition given by Memu Earth Lab to the researchers' stay at Memu in Taiki town for a defined period to analyze local
resources, for the continuous improvement of the introduced methodology to revitalize the interaction between people and
forest through architecture.
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