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Abstract : Critical Design (CD) confronts traditional design practice. Instead of reproducing and reinforcing contemporary
perceptions of products and services, CD seeks to challenge them with the goal to stimulate debates and visions on societal
innovation. CD methods comprise, among other narratives and design of critical objects. The oral presentation is based on a
study that discusses concepts, methods, and applications of CD links CD to traditional design, and identifies CD benefits and
challenges for design research and practice. The objective of the study is to introduce CD as an alternative for design
researchers and practitioners supplementing commercially oriented design approaches. The study utilizes a literature review
on CD concepts and methods based on current publications and online documents and illustrates CD practice with help of
selected case studies. Findings of the study indicate that CD contribute, among others, to create new societal roles for
designers,  foster  innovative  relationships  between  designers  and  users,  and  encourage  creativity  through  imaginative
aesthetics.
Keywords : critical design, postmodern design theories, narratives, rhizome
Conference Title : ICCACD 2022 : International Conference on Critical Architecture, Culture and Design
Conference Location : Boston, United States
Conference Dates : April 21-22, 2022

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Architectural and Environmental Engineering

Vol:16, No:04, 2022

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 A
rc

hi
te

ct
ur

al
 a

nd
 E

nv
iro

nm
en

ta
l E

ng
in

ee
rin

g 
Vo

l:1
6,

 N
o:

04
, 2

02
2 

pu
bl

ic
at

io
ns

.w
as

et
.o

rg
/a

bs
tr

ac
ts

/1
42

66
8.

pd
f

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 16(04) 2022 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/142668.pdf

