
Discrimination Against Popular Religiosity in the Dominican Republic
Authors : Sterlyn Poueriet Gil
Abstract : Through the years, the construction of cultural identity in the Dominican Republic has been subject to multiple
unfavorable conditions fostered by the elites. These conditions have led to the loss of a pattern that lasts over time; leaving this
as a result of inconsistency and the diversity of elements that at first are theses and antitheses and gives form to the
complexity of what we can call: "the culture of a people that tries to reinvent itself in each social-historical moment". Religion is
one of those cultural elements that does not escape the will of the elites. In the country, there are multiple religious groups
that, in one way or another, represent what the people are, their ancestral customs, their philosophy, and even their strengths
as groups of a certain social environment. However, these have always been marginalized and discriminated against by the
country's official religion and their respective denominations. The objective of this research was to verify to what extent
interreligious discrimination was real, moving from the assumption to scientific evidence through the application of research
techniques such as the survey, fieldwork, and qualitative analysis of the collected evidence, the supremacy of the dominant
religion condemns its rites and in many cases the person himself. In many communities, freedom of worship is reserved for
traditional groups, having cases in the country where the manifestations of rites such as the "gagá" and the "prillé" have been
prohibited, considering them as diabolical and primitive practices; this seeks to deny the roots of a people marked by poverty
and social conflicts but remains firm in the will to be.
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