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Abstract : Plasmacytoid urothelial carcinoma (PUC) of the bladder is a rare and aggressive subtype of urothelial carcinoma
that usually presents at an advanced clinical stage, has a predilection for early metastatic potential and is associated with poor
prognosis. The first reported case of PUC was in 1991 and approximately 100 cases were reported in the literature worldwide.
We present a case of a 43 year old female presenting with a 3-month history of urgency and frequency. Failing medical
management of her urinary symptoms with anticholinergic medication, she underwent a diagnostic cystoscopy which revealed
an erythematous and indurated bladder. Bladder biopsies of these regions revealed plasmacytoid urothelial carcinoma. Pre-
operative staging scans were clear of any metastatic disease and the patient subsequently underwent a radical cystectomy and
pelvic  clearance  with  the  formation  of  ileal  conduit  for  urinary  diversion.  Histology  confirmed  plasmacytoid  urothelial
carcinoma with involvement of right upper vagina and focally positive margins in soft tissue at right and left sides of bladder.
She received adjuvant chemotherapy but passed away within a year from disease progression. PUC can present atypically and
our case highlights the role of cystoscopy in patients with persistent urinary symptoms. By reviewing the literature on PUC, we
aim to raise awareness and improve understanding of this rare bladder cancer subtype amongst urologists.
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