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Abstract : Social work in rehabilitation needs constant development and embetterment of its practitioners. This became even
more evident during the covid pandemic at times when outside sources of help, care and support were non-existent, or the
access to such sources was severely limited. Social workers are, at our core, researchers of the rehabilitated world – from a
personal and intrapersonal to a systematic perspective. This is also why a method of research was used in order to see if
clinical social work practice can be further improved. The first stage of research showcased how action research and social
work practice share many of the core values, whereas the Implementation of the new behaviour principle was severely lacking
and thus became the main focus of the follow-up research. Twenty randomly selected case files of clinical social work practice
in rehabilitation were qualitatively analyzed and potential benefits of action research on practice were assessed in the process
of intervention while also getting feedback of the usefulness by the patients themselves using pre and post evaluation forms
where  a  mixed-method approach was  used.  Implementation  of  new behaviour  principle  was  recognized  as  a  potential,
improving factor of clinical social work practice in most analyzed cases, while it wasn’t deemed necessary in all of them.
Potential improvements of newly implemented behaviour span across different areas of life and were also noted in the feedback
from the rehabilitates. Despite the benefits of practice embetterment, the inclusion and focus on Implementation of new
behaviour  principle  also  caused  additional  workload,  lack  of  time  and  stressful  situations  for  the  practitioners,  which
showcased the need to address certain systemic obstacles in the context of social work in healthcare in Slovenia.
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