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Abstract : Since elementary education is a merit good, considerable public resources are allocated to universalise it. However,
elementary education outcomes vary across the Indian States.  Evidences indicate that while some states are lagging in
elementary education outcome primarily due to lack of resources and poor schooling infrastructure, others are lagging despite
resource  abundance  and  well-developed  schooling  infrastructure.  Addressing  the  issue  of  efficiency,  the  study  employs
Stochastic Frontier Analysis for panel data of 27 Indian states from 2012-13 to 2017-18 to estimate the technical efficiency of
State governments in generating enrolment. The mean efficiency of states was estimated to be 58%. Punjab, Meghalaya, and
West Bengal were found to be the most efficient states. Whereas Jammu and Kashmir, Nagaland, Madhya Pradesh, and Odisha
are one of the most inefficient states. This study emphasizes the efficient utilisation of public resources and helps in the
identification of best practices.
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