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Abstract : Cooperation between development actors and the private sector is becoming increasingly important, as it is
expected to mobilize additional resources to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), among other things. However,
whether the goals of cooperation are achieved has so far only been explored in evaluations and studies of individual projects
and instruments. The evaluation synthesis attempts to close this gap by systematically analyzing existing evidence (evaluations
and academic studies) from national and international development cooperation on private sector engagement. Overall, the
evaluations and studies considered report mainly positive effects on investors and donors, intermediaries, partner countries,
and target groups. However, various analyses, including on the quality of the evaluations, point to a positive bias in the results.
The evaluation synthesis makes recommendations on the definition of indicators, the measurement and evaluation of impacts
and additionality, knowledge management, and the consideration of transaction costs in cooperation with private actors.
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