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Abstract : Introduction: Identifying sexual health needs, developing appropriate plans, and delivering services to meet those
needs is an essential component of health programs for women, men, and children all over the world, especially in poor
countries. Main Subject: The aim of this study was to describe the needs of sexual health from the viewpoint of health
policymakers  in  Iran.  Methods:  A  qualitative  study using thematic  content  analysis  was  designed and conducted.  Data
gathering was conducted through semi-structured, in-depth interviews with 25 key informants within the healthcare system.
Key informants were selected through both purposive and snowball sampling. MAXQUDA software (version 10) was used to
facilitate transcription, classification of codes, and conversion of data into meaningful units, by the process of reduction and
compression.  Results:  The  analysis  of  narratives  and  information  categorized  sexual  health  needs  into  five  categories:
culturalization of sexual health discourse, sexual health care services, sexual health educational needs, sexual health research
needs,  and  organizational  needs.  Conclusion:  Identifying  and  explaining  sexual  health  needs  is  an  important  factor  in
determining the priority of sexual health programs and identification of barriers to meet these needs. This can help other
policymakers and health planners to develop appropriate programs to promote sexual and reproductive health.
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