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Abstract : The debilitating outcomes of violent conflict, consummated by rural armed banditry have nonetheless, occasioned
the need for  the mapping of  crime zones in  Nigeria.  As  a  step towards understanding the scourge of  armed bandits,
ungoverned spaces have been uncovered as the most dominant excuse for rural crimes and fierce confrontations. From the
creeks of the Niger Delta to the forest of Sambisa, Small Arms and Light Weapons (SALW) have proliferated to the vagaries of
national  insecurity.  While  the trends present indications of  State fragility,  the paucity  of  governance in these so-called
ungoverned spaces has persistently reflected a Hobbesian state of nature, where the fittest survives. This study, therefore,
interrogates the demographic implications of these ungoverned spaces by specifically identifying the most immediate features
of  the  characters  in  the  areas  under  investigation.  The  Farmers-Herders  Crises,  Niger-Delta  Militancy,  Boko-Haram
Insurgency, Armed Robbery, Kidnapping and Cattle Rustling all define the major focus. In undertaking this study, anecdotal
sources will be relied on, while extant information on the concept of ungoverned spaces will be content-analyzed. It is hoped
that the knowledge gathered, as a result, will ultimately aid in proffering a dependable panacea to the crises of rural armed
banditry in Nigeria.
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