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Abstract : This paper adopted a retrospective review of China’s assistance to Latin America from the1950s to 2020. Findings
suggested that China’s assistance to Latin America can be roughly divided into five stages: The 1950s to 1960s was the initial
stage of China’s assistance to Latin America, mainly focusing on the establishment of diplomatic relations with Cuba and other
Latin American countries. The strategy has a strong ideological basis. The 1980s was the stage of development of China's aid to
Latin America, which was characterized by consolidating and expanding diplomatic space, emphasizing the spirit of
cooperation of equality, mutual benefit, and common development. 90-20 marked the further development of diplomatic
relations with Latin American countries, plus domestic market-oriented reforms, emphasizing the importance of economic
considerations and less ideological orientation, and this period also witnessed more Chinese state-owned enterprises going out
to invest in Latin America. 2010-2019 marked the further development of Latin American relations. This paper contributes to
the literature of diplomacy and health assistance to Latin America and highlights the importance of foreign aid and health
assistance in sealing bilateral diplomatic relations.
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