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Abstract : This paper aims to reveal and analyze methodology debates on Qur’an Commentary in Turkish Scholarship and to
make  sound  inductions  on  the  current  situation,  with  reference  to  the  literature  evolving  around  the  credibility  of
Hermeneutics when the case is Qur’an commentary and methodological connotations related to it, together with the other
modern approaches to the Qur’an. It is fair to say that Tafseer, constituting one of the main parts of basic Islamic sciences, has
drawn great attention from both Muslim and non-Muslim scholars for a long time. And with the emplacement of an acute
junction between natural sciences and social sciences in the post-enlightenment period, this interest seems to pave the way for
methodology discussions that are conducted by theology spheres, occupying a noticeable slot in Tafseer literature, as well. A
panoramic glance at the classical treatise in relation to the methodology of Tafseer, namely Usul al-Tafseer, leads the reader to
the conclusion that these classics are intrinsically aimed at introducing the Qur’an and its early history of formation as a corpus
and providing a better understanding of its content. To illustrate, the earliest methodology work extant for Qur’an commentary,
al-  Aql  wa’l  Fahm al-  Qur’an by  Harith  al-Muhasibi  covers  content  that  deals  with  Qur’an’s  rhetoric,  its  muhkam and
mutashabih, and abrogation, etc. And most of the themes in question are evident to share a common ground: understanding the
Scripture and producing an accurate commentary to be built on this preliminary phenomenon of understanding. The content of
other renowned works in an overtone of Tafseer methodology, such as Funun al Afnan, al- Iqsir fi Ilm al- Tafseer, and other
succeeding ones al- Itqan and al- Burhan is also rich in hints related to preliminary phenomena of understanding. However,
these works are not eligible for being classified as full-fledged methodology manuals assuring a true understanding of the
Qur’an. And Hermeneutics is believed to supply substantial data applicable to Qur’an commentary as it deals with the nature of
understanding  itself.  Referring  to  the  latest  tendencies  in  Tafseer  methodology,  this  paper  envisages  to  centralize
hermeneutical  debates in modern scholarship of  Qur’an commentary and the incentives that  lead scholars to  apply for
Hermeneutics in Tafseer literature. Inspired from these incentives, the study involves three parts. In the introduction part, this
paper introduces key features of classical methodology works in general terms and traces back the main methodological shifts
of modern times in Qur’an commentary. To this end, revisionist Ecole, scientific Qur’an commentary ventures, and thematic
Qur’an commentary are included and analysed briefly. However, historical-critical commentary on the Quran, as it bears a
close relationship with hermeneutics, is handled predominantly. The second part is based on the hermeneutical nature of
understanding  the  Scripture,  revealing  a  timeline  for  the  beginning  of  hermeneutics  debates  in  Tafseer,  and  Fazlur
Rahman’s(d.1988) influence will be manifested for establishing a theoretical bridge. In the following part, reactions against the
application of Hermeneutics in Tafseer activity and pro-hermeneutics works will be revealed through cross-references to the
prominent figures of both, and the literature in question in theology scholarship in Turkey will be explored critically.
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