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Abstract : Over the last 6-7 years, the UK has resorted to using the family courts and the family justice system more generally
as a way of dealing with children and young people either traveling to or returning from ISIS territories in the Middle East.
This is an important innovation in counter-terrorism laws and practices in the UK: never before have the family courts been
used for the purpose of preventing and countering terrorism anywhere in the world. This paper will examine this innovation; it
will explore how, why, and the implications of the interaction between family law and counter-terrorism, particularly on the
human rights of the parents and children involved. It will question whether the use of the family courts provides a more useful,
and perhaps human rights compliant, method of tackling terrorism and extremism when compared to other more Draconian
legal and administrative methods.
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