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Abstract : Jammu and Kashmir Public Safety Act, 1978 provides for administrative detention in Jammu and Kashmir, a
disputed region between India & Pakistan, since 1947. This paper shall critically analyse the working of PSA (Public Safety Act)
in this J&K since 1978, since its inception. Detentions under this Act traverse between the security of the State and Liberty of
citizens but over decades, has this Act served its purpose in Kashmir or not shall be analysed in this paper. J&K PSA is used to
detain political workers, Over-Ground Workers and Stone Pelters who pose a direct threat to the ‘security of the State.’
Detentions under J&K PSA are a good measure in the hands of Security agencies to bring calm during periods of turmoil, but it
has socio-economic consequences for detainees as well as families. This paper shall highlight the Socio-Economic impact of
detentions under J&K PSA on individuals and families.
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