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Abstract : Background: Gamma-hydroxybutyrate (GHB) is a depressant of the central nervous system with euphoric effects. It
is being increasingly used recreationally in the United Kingdom (UK) despite associated morbidity and mortality. Due to the
lack of evidence, healthcare professionals remain unsure as to the optimum management of GHB acute toxicity. Methods: A
literature review was undertaken of its pharmacology and the emergency management of its acute toxicity.Findings: GHB is
inexpensive and readily available over the Internet. Treatment of GHB acute toxicity is supportive. Clinicians should pay
particular attention to the airway as emesis is common. Intubation is required in a minority of cases. Polydrug use is common
and worsens prognosis. Conclusion: An inexpensive and readily available drug, GHB acute toxicity can be difficult to identify
and treat. GHB acute toxicity is generally treated conservatively. Further research is needed to ascertain the indications,
benefits, and risks of intubating patients with GHB acute toxicity. instructions give you guidelines for preparing papers for the
conference.
Keywords : GHB, gamma-hydroxybutyrate, prehospital, emergency, toxicity, management
Conference Title : ICEM 2022 : International Conference on Emergency Medicine
Conference Location : London, United Kingdom
Conference Dates : May 26-27, 2022

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Health and Medical Engineering

Vol:16, No:05, 2022

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 H
ea

lth
 a

nd
 M

ed
ic

al
 E

ng
in

ee
rin

g 
Vo

l:1
6,

 N
o:

05
, 2

02
2 

pu
bl

ic
at

io
ns

.w
as

et
.o

rg
/a

bs
tr

ac
ts

/1
41

71
2.

pd
f

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 16(05) 2022 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/141712.pdf

