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Abstract : Although there is some consensus when it comes to establishing the lexicon as one of the strengths of language in
people with Down Syndrome (DS), little is known about its evolution throughout development and changes based on age. The
objective of this study was to find out if there are differences in receptive vocabulary between adolescence and adulthood. In
this research, 30 people with DS between 11 and 40 years old, divided into two age ranges (11-18; 19 - 30) and matched in
mental age, were evaluated through the Peabody Vocabulary Test. The results show significant differences between both
groups in favor of the group with the oldest chronological age and a direct correlation between chronological age and receptive
vocabulary development, regardless of mental age. These data support the natural evolution of the passive lexicon in people
with DS.
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