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Abstract : Introduction: Over the past years, the incidence of non-melanoma skin cancer (NMSC) has continuously increased,
being one of the most commonly diagnosed carcinomasofthe cephalic extremity. NMSC regroups basal cell carcinoma (BCC),
squamous cell carcinoma (SCC), Merkel cell carcinoma, cutaneous lymphoma, and sarcoma. The most common forms are BCC
and SCC, both still implying a significant level of morbidity due to local invasion (especially BCC), even if the overall death
rates are declining. The objective of our study was the evaluation of clinical and histological aspects of NMSC for a group of
patients  with BCC and SCC,  from Craiova,  a  south-western major  city  in  Romania.  Materialand method:  Our study lot
comprised 65 patients, with an almost equal distribution of sexes, and ages between 23-91 years old (mean value±standard
deviation62.61±16.67), all treated within the Clinic of Plastic Surgery and Reconstructive Microsurgery, Clinical Emergency
County Hospital Craiova, Romania, between 2019-2020. In order to determine the main morphological characteristics of both
studied cancers, we used paraffin embedding techniques, with various staining methods:hematoxylin-eosin, Masson's trichrome
stain  with  aniline  blue,  and  Periodic  acid-schiffAlcian  Blue.  The  statistical  study  was  completed  using  Microsoft  Excel
(Microsoft Corp., Redmond, WA, USA), with XLSTAT (Addinsoft SARL, Paris, France). Results: The overall results of our study
indicate that BCC accounts for 67.69% of all NMSC forms; SCC covers 27.69%, while 4.62% are representedby other forms.
The most frequent site is the nose for BCC (27.69%, 18 patients), being followed by preauricular regions, forehead, and
periorbital areas. For patients with SCC, tumors were mainly located at lips level (66.67%, 12 patients). The analysis of NMSC
histological forms indicated that nodular BCC is predominant (45.45%, 20 patients), as well as ulcero-vegetant SCC (38.89%, 7
patients).  We  have  not  identified  any  topographic  characteristics  or  NMSC forms  significantly  related  to  age  or  sex.
Conclusions: The most frequent NMSC form identified for our study lot was BCC. The preferred location was the nose for BCC.
For SCC, the oral cavity is the most frequent anatomical site, especially the lips level. Nodular BCC and ulcero-vegetant SCC
were the most commonly identified histological types. Our findings emphasize the need for periodic screening, in order to
improve prevention and early treatment for these malignancies.
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