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Abstract : This research paper is a step towards understanding the role of governance in the plan preparation process. It
addresses the complexities of the peri-urban, historical constructions, politics and policies of sustainability, and legislative
frameworks. The paper reflects on the Delhi NCT as one of the classical cases that have happened to witness different
structural changes in the master plan around 1981, 2001, 2021, and Proposed Draft 2041. The Delhi Landsat imageries for
1989 and 2018 show an increase in the built-up areas around the periphery of NCT. The peri-urbanization has been a result of
increasing in-migration to peri–urban areas of Delhi. The built-up extraction for years 1981, 1991, 2001, 2011, and 2018
highlights the growing peri-urbanization on scarce land therefore, it becomes equally important to research the history of the
land and its legislative measures. It is interesting to understand the streaks of changes that have occurred in the land of Delhi
in accordance with the different master plans and land legislative policies. The process of masterplan process in Delhi has
experienced a  lot  of  complexities  in  juxtaposition  to  other  metropolitan regions  of  the  world.  The paper  identifies  the
shortcomings in the current master planning process approach in regard to the stage of the planning process, traditional
planning approach, and lagging ICT-based interventions. The metropolitan governance systems across the globe and India
depict diversity in the organizational setup and varied dissemination of functions. It addresses the complexity of the peri-urban,
historical constructions, politics and policies of sustainability, and legislative frameworks.
Keywords : governance, land provisions, built-up areas, in migration, built up extraction, master planning process, legislative
policies, metropolitan governance systems
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