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Abstract : This paper explores how individuals with disabilities understand and express their spirituality like everyone else can
help provide church ministers and religious leaders with new knowledge of human experience and change the way pastoral
care ministry is being practiced with this population. Disability literature has revealed studies on various aspects of disability.
However, on the spirituality of people with disabilities, there is a gap. This paper offers a brief overview of what has been
studied on the spiritual needs of adults with developmental disabilities (ADDs) and the church and the gap that still exists.
Along with explaining this gap, it considers the reality of ADDs’ spiritual needs and why the church needs to validate their
spirituality and religious expressions and create an inclusive environment where their spiritual experience and expressions can
be enhanced and supported. This paper, then, aims to explore the diverse spiritual experiences of ADDs in faith communities,
and their theological, moral, and social implications for Pastoral care ministry practices.

Keywords : spirituality, inclusive ministry, pastoral theology, developmental disability, pastoral care

Conference Title : ICDS 2022 : International Conference on Disability Studies

Conference Location : London, United Kingdom

Conference Dates : April 21-22, 2022

Open Science Index, Health and Medical Engineering Vol:16, No:04, 2022 publications.waset.org/abstracts/141426.pdf

International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 16(04) 2022 1 ISNI:0000000091950263


https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/141426.pdf

