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Abstract : The COVID-19 pandemic has caused massive negative shocks across countries. Various research institutes have
worked assiduously to develop vaccines to help fight the pandemic, but misinformation from the media has spurred public
outcry in several countries not to take jabs. This study leverages massive data [i.e., responses from more than 140,000 people
sampled from 144 countries] extracted from the Gallup World Poll’s Wellcome Global Monitor, to analyze and assess how the
media contributes to inadequate dissemination of basic scientific knowledge on the vaccines and spread of distrust in central
governments as predictors of vaccine hesitancy. The results show that all three predictors are statistically significant at a 5%
level and that appropriate design and dissemination of basic scientific knowledge on the vaccines and spread of justified
reasons to trust governments would help mitigate vaccine hesitancy. The implication of the results is that the media needs to
consider such predictors hitherto ignored.
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