
The Legality of the Individual Education Plan from the Teachers’ Perspective
in Saudi Arabia

Authors : Sohil I. Alqazlan
Abstract : Introduction and Objectives: The individual educational plans (IEPs) is the cornerstone in education for students
with special education need (SEN). The Saudi government supported the students’ right to have an IEP, and their education is
one of the primary goals for the Ministry of Education (MoE). However, this support does not reflect the huge government
investment. For example, some SEN students do not have an IEP, and poor communication was found between IEP teams and
student's families. As a result, this study investigated perspectives and understandings of the IEP from the views of SEN
teachers in the Saudi context. Methods: This study design utilised a qualitative approach, where in-depth semi-structured
interviews were used with 8 SEN teachers in Riyadh (the capital city of Saudi Arabia) schools. In terms of analysing the
interviews’  findings,  the researcher used the thematic analyses approach.  Results  and Conclusion:  The legality  and the
consideration of the legal document in Saudi Arabia are the main areas wherein study participants were questioned. It was
observed that the IEP is not considered a legal document in the region of Saudi Arabia. As interpreted from the response of the
SEN teachers, the IEP lacks the required legality with respect to its implementation in Saudi Arabia. All teachers were in
agreement that the IEP is not considered to be a legal document in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. As a result, they did not use it
for all their students with SEN. Such findings might have affected the teaching quality, and school outcomes as all SEN
students must be supported individually depending on their needs.
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