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Abstract : Citizenship is an important concept of democracy which broadly defines the relationship between the state and its
citizens; at the same time, it analyzes the rights and duties of a citizen. The universal citizenship principle demands that
citizens should be aware of the political system, possess democratic attitudes, and join the political activity. Bangladesh
presents an interesting case for democracy; the democratic practices in the country have been long introduced, have been
interrupted several times, and the democratic values and practices have yet to be established in the country. These transitions
have influenced citizens’ ideologies and participation in decision-making and also shaped their expectations differently. In this
backdrop, this paper aims to understand and explain the citizenship behavior of Bangladeshi nationals. Based on nationally
representative household survey data of  4000 respondents,  this  paper creates a composite citizenship index which is  a
combination of three separate indices, including participation index, knowledge and awareness index, and ideology index. The
paper then tries to explain the factors that affect the citizenship index. Using fixed effect regression analysis, the paper intends
to explore the association between citizenship and socio-demographic variables, including education, location, gender, and
exposure to the media of respondents. Additionally, using national election polls, the paper creates a variable to measure long-
term support towards the current ruling party and tests whether and how this affects the citizenship variables.
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