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Abstract : Although the rural cooperatives are an effective way for rural development in Iran, their potential is not applied
effectively. The investigation of the failures of rural cooperatives helps the authorities to improve the routine procedures and
eliminate the current barriers to the success of these cooperatives, and to remove the defects in order to have a more efficient
policy. Therefore, this research aims to prioritize the failure factors of rural cooperatives in Isfahan province via the survey
research method. For this purpose, the effective factors of these failures were investigated by the available research
documents and then by the new information which was obtained from 20 questionnaires from the experts of Central
Organization Rural Cooperatives in Isfahan province. The questionnaire results were analyzed by Analytical Hierarchy Process
(AHP), Excel, and Expert Choice software. The results of this research showed that the most important failure factor of these
cooperatives is the lack of the participation culture of cooperative members and then the performance of Central Organization
Rural Cooperatives, and also loss of confidence of the members in the cooperation.
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