
Analyzing Information Management in Science and Technology Institute
Libraries in India

Authors : P. M. Naushad Ali
Abstract : India’s strength in basic research is recognized internationally. Science and Technology research in India has been
performed by six distinct bodies or organizations such as Cooperative Research Associations, Autonomous Research Council,
Institute under Ministries, Industrial R&D Establishment, Universities, Private Institutions. All most all these institutions are
having  a  well-established  library/information  center  to  cater  the  information  needs  of  their  users  like  scientists  and
technologists. Information Management (IM) comprises disciplines concerned with the study and the effective and efficient
management of information and resources, products and services as well as the understanding of the involved technologies and
the people engaged in this activity. It is also observed that the libraries and information centers in India are also using modern
technologies for the management of various activities and services to serve their users in a better way. Science and Technology
libraries in the country are usually better equipped because the investment in Science and Technology in the country are much
larger than those in other fields. Thus, most of the Science and Technology libraries are equipped with modern IT-based tools
for handling and management of library services. In spite of these facts Science and Technology libraries are having all the
characteristics of a model organization where computer application is found most successful, however, the adoption of this IT
based management tool is not uniform in these libraries. The present study will help to know about the level use of IT-based
management tools for the information management of Science and Technology libraries in India. The questionnaire, interview,
observation and document review techniques have been used in data collection. Finally, the author discusses findings of the
study and put forward some suggestions to improve the quality of Science and Technology institute library services in India.
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