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Abstract : The history of urban regeneration in Istanbul dates to the 1980s and has been generated by various reasons, from
political state-based decisions to cultural migrations and/or translocations and economical private sector-based reasons.
However, one of the latest regeneration areas in Fikirtepe that have been still under construction for ten years becomes
dissimilar to other regeneration areas in Istanbul. The region is located very close to Kadikoy's downtown area but was still
considered a slum due to its inhabitants -who mostly belong to lower-income immigrants. The process begun in 2011 with the
decision of the government, and the settlement has been emptied and demolished also by the government -together with the
investors and construction companies. Although there has been much research on the process of deconstruction and the
relocation of landlords, there hasn’t been any research on what happened after the regeneration. While many high-rise
luxurious gated communities were constructed and inhabited in five years, many constructions have stopped due to the latest
economic devastation in Turkey. Then the region stayed as an unfinished construction area with its new upper-income and
upper-middle-income residents and old low-income landlords. This situation has also changed the commercial activities in
Fikirtepe. While some new retail facilities have been offered for new residents, some of the oldest ones have also survived in
new-Fikirtepe. This study aims to investigate the urban everyday life of Fikirtepe with relation to its retail-based regeneration
with the help of the theories of Bourdieu called cultural capital and cultural omnivorousness. To achieve this aim, after
presenting the historical background of urban regeneration in Istanbul, Bourdieu’s conceptualism of cultural capital, habitus,
and the consumption tendencies related to those are introduced and discussed within the scope of the Fikirtepe case. To
represent the retail-based regeneration in the area, the current situation of retail premises is mapped by comparing to its pre-
situation before urban gentrification. To better understand the change of cultural capital and the consumption tendencies of
the new residents, eighteen semi-structured in-depth interviews have been conducted with twelve inhabitants from three
different luxurious gated communities and six shop owners containing the new ones after regeneration and old ones before it.
The interview questions have been structured to understand the motivation of change and/or inhibition of retail premises and
the consumption tendencies of the new residents. In conclusion, the study shows that even though the cultural capital has been
changed in Fikirtepe, the new residents also tend to act as culturally omnivorous by referring to Bourdieu's theories on multi-
cultural tendencies of the upper-class and upper-middle-class societies, that should be questioned regarding the cultural
regeneration in in-town urban regeneration areas in metropoles.
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