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Abstract : Facing a period of major change that’s rarely seen in a century, China formulates the 14th Five-Year Plan and
places emphasis on promoting high-quality development. In this context, the overall urban design has become a crucial and
systematic tool for high-quality urban development. However, there are bottlenecks in the nature definition, content scope and
transmission mechanisms of the current overall urban design in China. The paper interprets the emerging demands of the 14th
Five-Year Plan on urban design in terms of new value-quality priority, new dynamic-space performance, new target-region
coordination and new path-refined governance. Based on the new trend and appeal, the multi-dimensional thinking integrated
with the major tasks of urban design are proposed accordingly, which is the biomass thinking in ecological, production and
living element, the strategic thinking in spatial structure, the systematic thinking in the cityscape, the low-carbon thinking in
urban form, the governance thinking in public space, the user thinking in design implementation. The paper explores the
possibility of transforming the value thinking and technical system of urban design in China and provides a breakthrough path
for the urban planning and design industry to better respond to the propositions of the country’s 14th Five-Year Plan.
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