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Abstract : Knowledge-based firms need to design mechanisms for continuous absorptive and creation of knowledge in order to
ensure their survival in the competitive arena and to follow the path of development. Considering the project-oriented nature of
product development activities in knowledge-based firms on the one hand and the importance of analyzing the factors affecting
knowledge absorptive capacity in these firms on the other, the purpose of this study is to identify and classify the factors
affecting project management practices on absorptive knowledge capacity. For this purpose, we have studied and reviewed the
theoretical literature in the field of project management and absorptive knowledge capacity so as to clarify its dimensions and
indexes. Then, using the ISM method, the relationship between them has been studied. To collect data, 21 questionnaires were
distributed in project-oriented knowledge-based companies. The results of the ISM method analysis provide a model for the
relationship between project management activities and knowledge absorptive capacity, which includes knowledge acquisition
capacity,  scope  management,  time management,  cost  management,  quality  management,  human resource  management,
communications  management,  procurement  management,  risk  management,  stakeholders  management  and  integration
management. Having conducted the MICMAC analysis, we divided the variables into three groups of independent, relational
and dependent variables and came up with no variables to be included in the group of autonomous variables.
Keywords : knowledge absorptive capacity, project management practices, knowledge-based firms, interpretive structural
modeling
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