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Abstract : The villages surrounding protected areas of the Sites are a unique vernacular heritage due to their geographical
location, long history, and the combination of nature and humanity. With the construction of more and more heritage sites, the
villages around them are faced with the conflict between conservation and development. How to carry out sustainable micro-
renewal while preserving the authenticity of the vernacular heritage is of great importance for the co-growth of the village
residents and the site. This paper focuses on the process of revitalization of the villages nearby the Erlitou Site Park in China,
aiming to study how sustainable village regeneration and conservation can be carried out through the activation of public
culture. Firstly, through field research and literature review, this paper studies the vernacular morphology and architecture
types of more than ten historical villages around the Erlitou site and investigates the traditional vernacular culture and the
daily public activities of the local villagers. Secondly, taking the nearest village to the site area, Ranzhuang Village, as an
example, the paper studies the role of public cultural activity interventions on the three different stages of vernacular heritage
renewal:  master  planning,  architecture  group,  and  acupuncture-style  micro-renewal  of  individual  buildings,  aiming  to
summarise its impact on villagers' lives and vernacular heritage. This paper concludes that a living regeneration with a
moderate public cultural activity intervention can promote the symbiosis between the heritage site and the life of the villagers
and increase the vitality of the village. This study aims to use the example of village regeneration in Henan, China, as a
sustainable reference for the co-development of heritage sites and villages in other parts of the world.
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