World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Educational and Pedagogical Sciences
Vol:16, No:07, 2022

Problems of Translating Technical Terms from English into Arabic

Authors : Nisreen Naji Al-Khawaldeh, Lara Ahmad Mansour El-Awar

Abstract : The present study investigated the strategies MA translation students used for translating technical terms, the most
common obstacles they encountered in translating such terms, and the motives behind using such terms as they are in their
original form despite their translatability into Arabic. To achieve these objectives, a translation test was administered to 100
MA students specialising in translation at both Hashemite University and The University of Jordan. It consisted of two parts: (a)
50 English technical terms to be translated (b) two questions to be answered concerning the challenges or problems
encountered while translating the previous technical terms and the motives that drive them to use most of the English
technical terms as they are despite their translatability into Arabic. The analysis of the results revealed that MA translation
students faced problems in translating technical terms, namely the inability to find the equivalent form for the given technical
terms, the use of literal translation, and the wider use of loan-words type. Besides, the students used different strategies to
translate the technical terms, namely borrowing (i.e., loan- words), paraphrasing, synonymy, naturalization, equivalence, and
literal translation. Moreover, it was also revealed that most technical terms were used as they are in the source language
despite their translatability into Arabic because these technical terms are easier to use in English rather than in Arabic. Also,
when these terms were introduced to the Arab world, they were introduced in English, not in Arabic. So, the brain links these
objects to their English terms.
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