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Abstract  :  Studies  have  demonstrated  the  effectiveness  of  music  training  approaches  to  help  children  with  language
disabilities.  Because music  is  closely  associated with  a  number  of  cognitive  functions,  including language,  it  has  been
hypothesized that musical skills transfer to other domains. Research suggests that music training strengthens basic auditory
processing skills  in  dyslexic  children and may ameliorate  phonological  deficits.  Furthermore,  music  instruction has  the
particular advantage of being non-literacy-based, thus removing the frustrations that can be associated with reading and
writing activities among children with specific learning disabilities. In this study, we assessed the effect of implementing an
intensive music program on the development of  language skills  (phonological  and reading) in 4-  to 9-year-old children.
Seventeen children (N=17) participated in the study. The experiment took place over 6 weeks in a controlled environment.
Eighteen lessons of 40 minutes were offered during this period by two music specialists. The Dalcroze, Orff, and Kodaly
approaches were used. A series of qualitative measures were implemented to document the contribution of music training to
this population. Currently, the data is being analyzed. The first results show that learning music seems to significantly improve
verbal memory. We already know that language disabilities are considered one of the main causes of school dropout as well as
later professional and social failure. We aim to corroborate that an integrated music education program can provide children
with language disabilities with the same opportunities to develop and succeed in school as their classmates. Scientifically, the
results will contribute to advance the knowledge by identifying the more effective music education strategies to improve the
overall development of children worldwide.
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