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Abstract : The development of appropriate environmentally friendly technologies has aided communities in rural areas in
emerging economies to better use their natural resources, increase productivity while reducing pollution. Moreover, it has
improved their innovation capabilities and ability to develop products for new markets. However, despite the advances, the
adoption of these technologies is not generalized and does not always show the expected benefits for the communities and
other actors involved in the co-creation process. In this paper, we study the barriers that inhibit the adoption of technologies to
reach innovation levels and study comparative cases in rural areas of Cauca in Colombia. We develop and test a theory
grounded framework, and we compile an overview of the most important of barriers.
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