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Abstract : Although English seems to be prevalent in every sphere of Israeli daily life, not many Israeli students have a
sufficient level of writing and speaking in English which is necessary for academic studies. The inadequate level of English
among Israeli students is because the sole focus is on teaching reading comprehension, and the need to adapt to the trends of
the  professional  worldwide  demands  triggered  a  reform that  requires  implementing  Common  European  Framework  of
Reference (CEFR) and English as a Medium of Instruction (EMI) courses in the Israeli academic institutions. However, it will
be argued that this reform is challenging to implement. The fact that modern Hebrew is a revived language, and that English is
L3 for more than 30% of the population, the diverse social and cultural students’ background, and psychological factors stand
in the way of the new reform.
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