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Abstract : The American Association of University Professors (AAUP) describes academic freedom as essential to the purposes
of research and teaching. The importance of  academic freedom as a bedrock foundation that supports the work of  the
professoriate cannot be overstated, and there have been innumerable challenges that have attempted to curtail it. These
challenges come from a variety of sources that span legal, ethical, cultural, institutional, and professional perspective and are
amplified by social media, traditional media, and political action efforts. Because of these challenges, the development of a
comprehensive institutional policy on academic freedom that addresses the principles, practices, and appropriate responses to
modern challenges can be a daunting task. This presentation will focus on a case study of a university’s effort to develop an
updated, evolving policy on academic freedom that provides a framework and remedies for contemporary challenges to this
critical function in higher education.
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