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Abstract : The aim of the study was to conduct a thorough examination into the multiple complexities of bringing a foreign
caregiver into the home to care for older adults in the Haredi society, by relating to the perspectives of the older adult and his
family members. Research questions were: What is the meaning of bringing a foreign caregiver into the home in Haredi
society, from the point of view of the older adult’s family members, and what are the implications of these meanings in the
context of developing social policies and interventions? The current study was a qualitative-phenomenological study, which
relates to “the lived experience” of those involved in the studied phenomenon. In the framework of the study, the participants
included 15 adult Haredi sons and daughters of elderly impaired parents who receive homecare from a foreign caregiver. Data
collection was carried out using in-depth, semi-structured interviews; the interview guidelines are comprised of the following
content worlds: the meanings of aging in Haredi families; the decision-making process in relation to providing home care
assistance for elderly impaired parents; making decisions regarding bringing a foreign caregiver into the home to care for an
elderly parent; the daily routine after bringing in a foreign caregiver; bringing in a foreign caregiver vs. the society and vs. the
Haredi establishment; and more. The issue of bringing a foreign caregiver into the home in the context of a faith-based society
has received only scant and partial research attention to date. Nevertheless, in light of the growing elderly population in the
Haredi society in Israel, and in closed, faith-based societies, in general; there is a growing need to bring foreign caregivers into
the home as a possible solution to the “aging-in-place” problem in these societies. The separatist nature, and the collectivist
and faith-based lifestyle of the Haredi society present unique challenges and needs in the process of employing a foreign
caregiver. Moreover, the foreign caregiver also brings his/her own cultural world to the encounter, meaning, this process
involves the elderly impaired individual, his/her family members, as well as the foreign caregiver. Therefore, it is important to
understand their  attitudes,  perceptions  and interactions,  in  order  to  create  a  good fit  among all  involved parties.  The
innovation and uniqueness of the current study is in its in-depth exploration of a phenomenon through an emotional-cultural
lens. The study findings also contribute to the creation of social policy in the field of nursing, which will be adapted and
culturally sensitive to Haredi society, and other faith-based societies.
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