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Abstract : Sustainable entrepreneurship is an innovative corporate approach to create value combining economic, social and
environmental goals over time. In the last two decades, the interest in sustainable entrepreneurship has flourished thanks to its
potential to answer the current challenges of sustainable development. As a result, scholars are increasingly interested in
understanding the determinants of the intentions to become a sustainable entrepreneur and consistent behavior. To date, prior
studies provided empirical evidence for the influence of attitudes, perceived feasibility and desirability, values, and personality
traits on the decision-making process of becoming a sustainable entrepreneur. Conversely, scant effort has been provided to
understand which factors inhibit sustainable entrepreneurial intentions and behaviors. Therefore a global understanding of the
sustainable entrepreneurship decision-making process is missing. This paper contributes to the debate on sustainable
entrepreneurship by proposing a conceptual model that combines the factors which are predicted to facilitate and hinder the
proclivity of individuals to become sustainable entrepreneurs. More in particular, the proposed framework theorizes about the
role of the characteristics of the prospective sustainable entrepreneur (e.g., socio-demographic, psychological, cultural), the
positive antecedents (e.g., attitude, social feasibility and desirability, among others) and the negative precursors (e.g.,
neutralization) in influencing sustainable entrepreneurship intentions and subsequent behavior. The proposed framework is
expected to shed further light on the decision-making process of becoming a sustainable entrepreneur, which in turn, is of
practical relevance for public policy institutions and the society as a whole to enhance the favorable conditions to create new
sustainable ventures.
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