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Abstract : This is a work in progress project focused on exploring the complexities surrounding the second generation
Mozambican migrant youth’s experiences to construct their identity and develop a sense of belonging in post-apartheid,
Bushbuckridge  in  South  Africa.  Established  in  1884,  Bushbuckridge  is  one  of  the  earliest  districts  to  accommodate
Mozambicans who migrated to South Africa in the 1970s. Bushbuckridge as a destination for Mozambican migrants is crucial
to their search for social freedom and space to “belong to.” The action of deliberately seeking freedom is known as an act of
agency. Four major objectives govern the paper. The first objective observes how second-generation Mozambican migrant
youth living in South Africa negotiate and construct their own identities. Secondly, it explores second-generation Mozambican
migrant youth narratives regarding their sense of belonging in South Africa. Thirdly, the study intends to understand how
social processes of identity and belonging influence second-generation Mozambican migrant youth experiences and future
aspirations in South Africa. The last objective examines how Sen’s Capability approach is relevant in understanding second-
generation Mozambican migrant youth identity and belonging in South Africa. This is a single case study informed by data from
semi-structured interviews and narratives with youth between the ages of 18 and 34 who are born and raised in South Africa to
at least one former Mozambican refugee parent living in Bushbuckridge. Drawing from Crenshaw’s Intersectionality and Sen’s
Capability approaches, this study significantly contributes to the existing body of knowledge on South to South migration by
demonstrating how both approaches can be operationalized towards understanding complex experiences and capabilities of the
disadvantaged group simultaneously. The subject of second-generation migrants is often under-researched in South African
migration; thus, their perspectives have been marginalized in Social Science research.
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