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Abstract : In Athenian forensic speeches, the argumentation on punishment of the wrongdoers constitutes a fundamental ideal
of exacting justice in court. The present paper explores the variation of approaches to punishment as a means of reformation,
revenge, correction, education, example, chance to restoration of justice. As it will be shown, all these approaches reflect the
social and political ideology of Athenian justice in the classical period and enhances the role of the courts and the importance
of rhetoric in the process of decision-making. Punishment entails a wide range of penalties but also of ideological principles
related to the Athenian constitution of democracy.
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