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Abstract : Introduction: WHO defines community participation as a process in which the local population, take responsibility
in planning for their health, participates in the strategy’s development for implementation and accessibility to physical, moral
and social well-being. For the purpose of dealing with health, the community participation is made through the organization
called health Centre committee leader (HCCL/COSA) for Integrated health Center and District hospital committee leaser
(HDCL/COGEYS) for District Hospital. Little is known about the effective participation of the community in health related
activities in Ignié-Ngabé-Mayama health district. Objective: This study aimed at assessing the involvement of community in the
health system running at the Ignié-Ngabé-Mayama health district. Methods: This was a qualitative cross-sectional study
conducted in the Ignié-Ngabé-Mayama health district from 15 December 2020 to 30 April 2021. The study population consisted
of 10 HCCL and one District hospital committee leaser (DHCL). Data were collected using a pretested questionnaire and
validated by the investigating team. The variables of interest were; effective existence of HCCL/DHCL, their involvement
HCCL/DHCL in health related activities, their financing management, planning of activities and leadership. Results: A total of
11 participants were interviewed, including 10 HCCL and 1 DHCL. The Sex-Ratio was 9/11; with primary level 6/11 and were
mostly farmers 6/11. Analyzing the involvement of the HDCL/DHCL in health promotion and preventive activities; this was
effective only for two of them (2/11). Analyzing the barriers for their involvement, the leaders reported the lack of financial
support by the state, lack NGO support. Additionally, they reported to have been very active when there was Performance
Based Founding Project in the District. Conclusion: Only two of the (HDCL/HCCL) out of 11 were really functioning. Reported
barriers to their running were: lack of state/NGOs support and ending of PBF Project. There is a need to organize a tripartite
forum including stats, NGOs and Community for boosting the community participation in health related activities in Ignié-
Ngabé-Mayama health district.
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