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Abstract : Family businesses are a key phenomenon within the business landscape. Nevertheless, it involves two terms
(“family” and “business”) which are nowadays rapidly evolving. Consequently, it isn't easy to diagnose if a family business will
be a growing or decreasing phenomenon, which is the objective of this study. For that purpose, a sample of 50 Spanish-
established companies from various sectors was taken. Different factors were identified for each enterprise, related to the
profile of the founders, such as age, the number of sons and daughters, or support received from the family at the moment to
start it up. That information was taken as an input for a clustering method to identify groups, which could help define the
founders' profiles. That characterization was carried as a base to identify three factors whose evolution should be analyzed:
family structures, business landscape and entrepreneurs' motivations. The analysis of the evolution of these three factors
seems to indicate a negative tendency of family businesses. Therefore the consequent diagnosis of this study is to consider
family businesses as a declining phenomenon.
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